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By Christina Faulkner
As utility bills continue 

to rise, many homeowners 
in the Wiregrass region are 
seeking sustainable alter-
natives to traditional ener-
gy sources. Elizabeth and 
Tom Wyse, from Ozark, 
recently embarked on their 
solar journey, showcas-
ing the myriad benefits of 
switching to solar power 
and highlighting the posi-
tive impact it can have 
on both homeowners and 
renters.

“For years, we watched 
our power bill go up and 
up, regardless of our en-
ergy-saving efforts,” said 
Elizabeth Wyse. “We de-
cided to stop the bleed-
ing.” The Wyses drive 
Tesla electric vehicles and 
use battery-powered lawn 
equipment, but they had 
never seriously considered 
going solar.

"We're in our mid-sev-
enties, living debt-free, 
and generally comfort-
able with our lives, so 
we weren't actively look-
ing to make any changes. 
With our 'twilight' years 
approaching, the idea of 
switching to solar initially 
seemed unnecessary, and 

we quickly dismissed it,” 
said Elizabeth Wyse.

However, their minds 
were about to change. Af-
ter a chance meeting with 
Joe Ward from CKR Solar, 
a company specializing in 
solar installations across 
four states, Elizabeth was 
almost convinced this was 
a step in the right direction 
for their future. However, 
Tom wasn’t quite con-
vinced.

“Joe didn’t come across 
as a salesman, which was 
a plus for us,” Elizabeth 
shared. “After reviewing 
our power bill, he showed 
us how, despite taking on 
new debt, we would save 
on our electric bill each 
month. This convinced us 
to go solar.”

Tom, a self-purported 
“numbers guy” ultimately 
found the numbers con-
vincing.

“From the onset of this 
wild idea, I wasn’t even 
on the fence. I was behind 
the wall and totally against 
spending this kind of 
money since we achieved 
our lifelong goal of living 
debt-free and never paying 
a dime of interest,” he said. 
“However, the payments 

for the solar installation 
will be significantly less 
than our monthly electric 
bill which will almost dis-
appear, and as electricity 
prices continue to climb, 
we won’t be affected.”

Ward's gentle and no-
pressure approach helped 
the Wyses see the potential 
savings and environmen-
tal benefits of solar power, 
making the transition pro-
cess from initial consul-
tations to the installation 
of the panels smooth and 
reassuring, even under the 
extreme summer heat.

A key factor in the deci-
sion-making process can 
also be understanding how 
solar power systems work. 
Solar panels, typically in-
stalled on rooftops, use 
photovoltaic (PV) tech-
nology to convert sunlight 
into electricity. This elec-
tricity is in direct current 
(DC) form, which is then 
converted to alternating 
current (AC) for home use. 
This allows homeowners 
to produce their own elec-
tricity, reducing or even 
eliminating reliance on the 
power grid.

In the Wiregrass region, 
the benefits of solar en-

ergy are particularly com-
pelling. Ample sunshine 
allows solar panels to 
generate enough electric-
ity to meet most, if not all, 
of a household’s energy 
needs, drastically reduc-
ing monthly utility costs. 
Solar energy is a clean, 
renewable source, reduc-
ing carbon footprints and 
promoting a healthier en-
vironment. Moreover, so-
lar power provides a buf-
fer against rising energy 
prices and power outages, 
offering a stable and reli-
able energy source.

While leasing solar pan-
els is an option for some, 
CKR Solar promotes the 
purchase of solar panels 
because leasing often re-
sults in higher long-term 
costs. Ownership allows 
customers to take advan-
tage of various financial 
incentives, including tax 
credits and rebates, that 
are not available with 
leased systems. Once the 
system is paid off, owners 
enjoy free electricity gen-
erated by their solar pan-
els, leading to significant 
savings over time. Unlike 
leased panels, purchased 
solar systems significant-

ly enhance the value of a 
property.

For those considering 
solar power, CKR Solar 
evaluates factors such as 
roof orientation, shading, 
and available space for 
panel installation. Renters 
can also benefit, provided 
their landlords are open 
to the idea. Discussing 
potential savings and en-
vironmental benefits with 
landlords can make a com-
pelling case for solar.

The Wyse family’s tran-
sition to solar power high-
lights the advantages of 
renewable energy. “Our 
solar panels will not only 

reduce our electric bills 
but also make us feel more 
connected to a sustain-
able future,” said Eliza-
beth. “We’re now looking 
forward to powering our 
home and cars with sun-
shine.”

If you’re interested in 
learning more about how 
solar power can benefit 
your home, contact a lo-
cal solar provider or visit 
CKR Solar’s website for 
more information. Em-
brace the power of the sun 
and find out if solar is your 
next step towards a more 
sustainable and financially 
secure future.

Solar power isn't suitable for everyone in every circum-
stance; however, for many, the potential cost savings 
and long-term sustainability of solar panels are com-
pelling benefits. The solar panels on the Wyse’s home 
(pictured above) are strategically positioned to capture 
optimal sunlight throughout the day, efficiently trans-
ferring energy to the Powerwall. Photo by Elizabeth 
Wyse.

One of the CKR Solar crew members carries a section 
of the solar panel racking across the roof as installa-
tion of solar panels at the Wyse home began. Solar pan-
els are mounted on a racking system that is securely 
fastened to the roof using lag bolts that attach to the 
home's rafters. This racking system allows air to flow 
beneath the panels, which, along with the shade pro-
vided by the panels, helps reduce the amount of heat 
absorbed by the roof from the sun’s rays. Photo by 
Elizabeth Wyse.

Pictured above, left, the rack has been installed and is ready for the placement of solar panels. In the picture 
above, right, installers are placing solar panels on the roof of the Wyse’s home. Photos by Elizabeth Wyse.

The Tesla Powerwall 3 fits compactly on the wall of the house. In the picture above on the left, the Powerwall is 
situated next to the Wyses' Tesla charger. Pictured in the center is the interior of the Powerwall. SPAN, the smart 
electrical panel, enhances the Tesla Powerwall 3 by providing comprehensive home energy visibility and control 
(on right). It helps identify patterns in energy use, allowing the homeowner to optimize their home for increased 
efficiency and cost savings. Photos by Elizabeth Wyse.

Harnessing the sun: Is solar power right for you?

Staff Reports
Dothan – Three Wal-

lace Community Col-
lege-Dothan (WCCD) 
students and one fac-
ulty member have suc-
cessfully passed the 
Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) 
Part-107 drone pilot 
licensure exam, earn-
ing their licenses as 
small Unmanned Air-
craft Systems (sUAS) 
Remote Pilots. Stu-
dents Andrew Arnold, 
Jeffrey Blackmon and 
Isaac Vernonthe, along 
with WCCD Physics 
and Physical Science 

instructor Dr. Ann Mc-
Carty, all demonstrated 
exceptional knowledge 
and skill, resulting in a 
100% pass rate to date 
for students who take the 
licensing exam through 
WCCD’s Drone Li-
censing course. 

"We are incredibly 
proud of Andrew, Jef-
frey, Isaac and Dr. Mc-
Carty for their hard 
work and dedication," 
said Torrance Laney, 
FAA 107 Certified In-
structor and Criminal 
Justice faculty. "Their 
success is a testament to 
the quality of education 

and training provided in 
the course, and we look 
forward to seeing more 
students follow in their 
footsteps."

Offered by WCCD’s 
Criminal Justice pro-
gram, the Drone Licens-
ing course is designed 
to prepare students to 
successfully take and 
pass the FFA Part-107 
exam. The Drone Li-
censing Course is also 
available to students 
outside the Criminal 
Justice program and 
equips participants with 
the knowledge and 
skills necessary to pass 

the FAA Part-107 exam 
and operate drones 
safely and effectively in 
a variety of professional 
settings. Obtaining an 
FAA Part 107 license 
allows students to le-
gally operate drones for 
commercial purposes, 
opening up career op-
portunities in fields like 
aerial photography, sur-
veying, and inspection.

For more information 
about the Drone Li-
censing Course, please 
contact Martha Comp-
ton, Associate Dean of 
Career & Technical @ 
334-556-6822.

WCCD Students, Staff Earn Remote Drone Pilot Licensure
The exam training is available through the Criminal Justice program at the Dothan and Eufaula campuses
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Andrew Arnold was the first WCCD student to pass 
the FAA Part-107 exam to become a small Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems Remote Pilot through the Drone Li-
censing course offered by WCCD’s Criminal Justice 
program. Photo courtesy of WCCD.


